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Failure to Produce Viet Miracles

’ has ilself taken on bureaucra}-
ie trappings. 1ts members
probably turn out as many re!

ports and memoranda as any
jother Government agency,
innd they devote themselves
-intensively 1o all sorts of min-

- by pointing out that, in al
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as  American  Ambassador

]

guide South Vietnam'’s leaders

ltowards the kind of social rev-{
-olution necessary 1o defeat -

‘Communism. : :

Lansdale was, after all, a
iliving legend. He had helped:
President Ramon Magsaysay|
to defcat the Communist-led

Puis Gen. Lansd

SAIGON, Feb, 24—When he
arrived in Saigon last suramer| .

Henry Cabot Lodge’s “Special :
[Assistant,” Maj. Gen.. Edward X
|G. Lansdale was widcly publi- i
-.cized as the man who could

Huk rebels in the Philippines.
Operating behind the scenes,

he aided President Ngo Dinhl

;Diem'to consolidate his power

- |in Saigon after 1954. To  his;

fown distress, Lansdale was cx-i
-‘pected to repeat those mir-

" acles when he returned here. -

Now, nearly six months lat-
er, it is widely acknowledged
here that Lansdale has per-

formed no miracles. Instead,
the key question is whether
he has been able to do any-
thing even .remotely signifi-
cant. . .

" His adversaries, who are nu-

Associaled Press

EDWARD G. LANSDALE
: « + » N0 miracles

Attempts' to -évgiué_fé Lans

dale’s operation fairly are

hampered by the fact that no-

body here can quite define
the role it was initially de-
signed to fulfill.

Some’ of his original back-
‘ers In. Washington, among
'them .Vice President Hum-

'phrey and Self, Thomas Dodd

(D-Conn.), saw Lansdale bring-

‘merous within the U.S. Mis-|ing to the highly-militarized

jsion, contend that Lansdale]'
and his eleven-man team have
‘failed to make the slightest
dmpact on the Vietnam situa:
tion. They support this view !

major reorganization last
iweel, Lansdale was bypassed.
and authority for over-all non-

Vietnam situation the philos-
ophies that had accounted
for his earller triumphs in the
Philippines and Saigon. Like
the harmonica-playing Col
Hillendale . in ' “The Ugly
American,” for whom he is
the model, Lansdale was ex-

military programs- was vested
Jin Depuyty Ambassador/Wili~
jliam G. Porter, a carcef dip-.

Several of Lansdale’s own'’
Subordinates agree that their.
group has accomplished little,
However, they
lack of achievement on

pected to win the confidence
of the Vietnamese and help
them to create sound, popular
leadership, o

In theory, at least, Lansdale

blame their|{was sulted to the task. On'and his
oppo- | previous occasions he had dis-

‘silion within the vast U.S.)played, an almost uncanny

burcaucracy here. As they ex.
plain it, Lansdale's efforts!
have been chronically sabo-|
taged by American agency!
[heads Jealous of - their b'rej
rogatives. !

More caulious American ol

ability to drop into a strange
setting, mix with the people,
understand the problem, rec-
ommend & remcdy and assist
in its implementation. And he
was at, his best when he
played a solo hand, per

ficials, fearful of controversy, sonifying American power for
strive to shroud Lansdale in'his native proteges.

;the  ambiguous jargon that
icharacterizes

Jdishment syntax here. To cite’

But the Vietnam which

much estab-,Landsdale entered last year

was far different from the

one senior U.S. diplomat: “Ed;scenes of his past .glorles.

s showing fine capabilities in
coordinating concepts.”,

+ it

There were no visible leaders
comparable’ o the  dynamic

ale on Defensive

——y

-{hard business, however, the

Magsaysay or even the stube
bornly mnationalistic Diem.
More important, the U.S. Mis-
sion In Saigon had proliferat-
ed into a huge bureaucratic_
machine,

Lacked Authority

Within  this bureaucracy,
Lansdale soon found himself:

J|just another American offi-

jcial. Moreover, without the
tauthority or finances of U.S..
jagency under his command,,
‘he lacked real weight—a fact,
the clever Vietnamese were|
quick to surmise. .

Thus, Lansdale and his as-|
sistants might spend heady
evenings with Vietnamese lis-|
tening to folk songs and dis-
cussing their hopes and
dreams. When it came to

Vietnamese went elsewhere,
Or, as one high Salgon official
put it:

“Mr. Lansdale is a wonder-
ful ' man. But when our minis-
try needs money we see the,

AID people
I without real authority,
furthermore, Lansdale’s team

‘has been unable to function
decisively in the various Pro-
grams classified under the awk-

utae,

They have recently been de-
liberating, for example, wheth.,
er the Saigon government,;
could decently refer to the
“fatherland,”. a term frequent-
ly employed by the Commu-
nists. Not long ago they came
forth with the suggestion that
the South Vietnamese post of-
flce issue a stamp portraying
the different nations contrib-
uting to the war effort here.

A few Lansdale team mem-
bers work on heavier subjects.
One in particular has pro-
duced important studies on ec-
onomic warfare techniques
used by the Communists.

Lansdale himself is often
credited with having given a
certain currency to the ex-
pression of “social revolution”
that figures in many state
ments by South Vietnam's
Premier Nguyen Cao Ky.

Essentially, explains a sea-
soned American official here,
the Lansdale group has not!
been able to mect the require-
ments of the present Vietnam

|situation, As he put it: “We.

are up against a superb Com-
munist organization that must
be uprooted by a better organ-
ization. This simply cannot be

ward heading of
tion.,” Newspaper 'reports -to|

not instrumental in ‘training
rural police units and politiéa}
action groups, which were or
ganized by AID and the CIA
respectively. :
Nor has Lansdale served as
an intermediary with the Viet-
namese leaders on crucial
Issues such as peace negotia-
tlons or general U.S. policy, -
Several U.S. Embassy offi.
ioials also elaim that Lansdale
subordinates never
ireally developed enough inde-
‘pendent sources of informa.
tion to Jjustify their claim to
being “the eyes and ears” of
the miission, . :
In short, as one of Lans-
dale’s own men summed it up:
"We haven't really done
anything that couldn’t" have
been’ done by any bureau-
crats,” ol o S
Reports Proliferate, - .

.

“pacifica- |l‘w(u,v:‘;“ b

the econtrary, Lansdale was/|

-In a curioué way, the”anu- )
bureaucratie: L

done by a few men of goods
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